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ROCHESTER’S BIGGEST “SMALL ART” FUNDRAISING 
PHENOMENON LAUNCHES CALL FOR ENTRIES 

 
Rochester Contemporary Art Center’s Eighth Annual 6x6 Fundraiser Attracts 

International Through Local Submissions 
 
Rochester, NY— The international art phenomenon, 6x6 – Rochester Contemporary Art 
Center’s one-of-a-kind annual fundraiser – is open for 2015 entries, and this year is reaching even 
deeper into the global community for submissions, due April 19. The exhibit runs from June 6 
(Opening Party) through July 12 with various preview dates, and entries are free. 
 
“The 6x6 is a fundraiser for our times,” says RoCo Executive Director Bleu Cease. “It’s a game-
changing new model for funding contemporary art, and it’s really caught on as a participatory 
event.” March is Party Month Kick-off, which encourages community members to host a 6x6 Art-
Making Party with six or more friends making at least 20 pieces of original art to submit. Cease 
refers to the participatory element as “crowd-sourcing at its finest.” 
 
Since 2008, thousands of original 6x6” square artworks, made and donated by celebrities, 
international and local artists, designers, college students, teachers, youth, and anyone supportive of 
art and the Rochester community have been featured in the exhibit and subsequently purchased. 
Names of the celebrity artists will be shared publicly, but never which pieces are associated with 
them. All are priced at $20 and all artists are anonymous until purchase. “There’s a sense of fun 
and gamesmanship in trying to discover art by someone you know, or hunting for a valuable or rare 
piece by a known artist or celebrity,” Cease adds. University of Rochester and Monroe 
Community College presidents Joel Seligman and Dr. Anne M. Kress, respectively, already have 
committed to submitting an artwork. 
 
Attendees at the Saturday, June 6 Opening Party have the opportunity to enter a raffle to win one 
of the first 20 buyer positions. RoCo’s 2015 goal is to sell at least 2,500 artworks; for out-of-
towners, global online purchasing begins June 9 at 10 am. 
 
Last year’s exhibit boasted more than 6,000 entries from all 50 states and more than 60 
countries. Participants have included a varied group of artists from filmmaker Bill Viola and 
renowned composer Philip Glass, to Zen Buddhist monk Thich naht Hahn and author Andrea 
Barrett. Prominent community leaders have participated including Congresswoman Louise 
Slaughter, Grant Holcomb, television’s Janet Lomax, Andrea Holland and more. Cease notes that 
both the quality and quantity of the art have grown enormously, becoming more competitive each 
year. In 2008, submissions were unlimited; this year, each artist is allowed a maximum of four. 
 



Thanks to the RoCo “kingpins”—a dozen individuals including interns, 6x6 supporters and 
contributors charged with obtaining 20 artworks from a wide variety of individuals—the exhibit 
promises to be even more diverse and inclusive. Anyone interested in becoming a kingpin is 
encouraged to contact RoCo directly at bleu@rochestercontemporary.org or call (585) 461-2222. 
 
Mail time at RoCo already is causing a stir. More than 300 submissions have been delivered, and 
last month artworks arrived from Iceland and South Africa – two countries previously 
unrepresented in the exhibit.  
 
For local participants, blank 6x6” squares either can be created or picked up for free at RoCo. All 
participants are encouraged to connect through social media using hashtag #RoCo6x6 while 
keeping the artist anonymity paramount.   
 
Schedule and deadlines are as follows: 
 
Artwork Entries Due: April 19 (Postmarked April 18) 
Global Online Preview Begins: May 22 at 10 am 
In-Gallery Preview (no purchasing): June 1-5, 1-9 pm 
Opening Party & Artwork Sale: June 6, 4-10 pm ($10) 
  7:30 pm raffle for buyer positions 1-20 

8:00 pm purchasing open for all other buyers 
Global Online Purchasing Begins: June 9 at 10 am 
Artwork Purchase Price: $20 each 
Sold Out Artists’ Names Revealed Online: July 3 
Purchased Artwork Pick-Up: July 12-15, 12-8 pm 
 
Complete information, including submission forms, can be found at www.roco6x6.org. A video 
from 2012 can be found here: http://vimeo.com/56928919. 
 
With its modest purchase price and artist anonymity (until purchase), RoCo’s only fundraiser also 
serves to blur the lines between celebrity artists and those who find expression in making art, while 
encouraging everyone to consider themselves collectors of original art works.  
 
Rochester Contemporary Art Center (RoCo) is a venue for the exchange of ideas and a not-for-profit 
501(c)(3) that was founded in 1977. As a center for thoughtful contemporary art, RoCo provides 
unique encounters for audiences and extraordinary opportunities for artists. RoCo hours are 
Wednesday–Sunday, 1-5 pm, and Friday, 1-10 pm.  
 

### 
 

NOTE TO MEDIA: Interviews are available with RoCo Executive Director Bleu Cease, 6x6 “kingpins” and 
additional community participants.  High-res exhibit photos from past years are also available on request. 


