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Walnut Hill Driving Competition—World’s Largest Carriage Competition of 
its Kind—Transforms Area to 19th Century Country Fair	  

	  
Five-Day event celebrates 44th anniversary with 100 competitive classes and  

special spectator events and demonstrations	  
 
PITTSFORD, NY— From Cinderella to Sherlock Holmes, and from Gone with the Wind to 
Downton Abbey, the iconic horse and carriage has figured prominently in generations of 
literature, film, and television. From Wednesday, August 5 through Sunday, August 9, 2015, 
Pittsford’s annual Walnut Hill Carriage Driving Competition recaptures the history and 
romanticism of the late 19th-century when “driving” meant reins, not steering wheels, and 
“horsepower” meant the four-legged kind. 
 
Now celebrating its 44th year, Walnut Hill Driving Competition (397 West Bloomfield Road, 
Pittsford) transforms the area just south of Pittsford Village into a country fair, attracting 
thousands of spectators to enjoy close to 100 various competition classes from simple single 
pony carts and American miniature horses to the splendor of formal road coaches. As the 
world’s largest carriage competition of its kind, this year’s more than 100 competitors hail 
from 15 states as well as from Ontario and Quebec, Canada, all in celebration of the 
contributions of horse and carriage to America’s history. 
 
“For five days, we invite the public to ‘unplug’ and experience our festive 19th-century country 
fair atmosphere,” says Tricia Remley-White, Walnut Hill Driving Competition chairperson. “Not 
only can visitors of all ages and interests watch traditional ‘driving’ up close, they also can enjoy 
special one-of-a-kind attractions and demonstrations.”  
 
All the classes represent actual driving skills necessary to negotiate travel of the time. An official 
panel from Oklahoma, Vermont, and North Carolina will judge classes in Turnout; 
Reinsmanship; Cross-country Obstacle; Progressive Obstacle; Fault & Out Obstacle; Scurry 
Obstacle; Presentation Pleasure Drive; Concours d’Elegance; and Coaching.  
 
 



 
 
Remley-White assures potential spectators that no technical knowledge of carriage driving is 
necessary to appreciate the competition. “No one needs to know the difference between a Ladies’ 
Wicker Phaeton and a Four-in-Hand to have a great time at Walnut Hill.” 
 
Special performances, demonstrations, and other opportunities include: 
 

• The Morrisville College Belgian Six-Horse Hitch 
• The all-female Western New York Polo Club 
• A Country Western Barbecue for competitor meet-and-greet (Wednesday evening) 
• Wegmans Ascot Picnic Night (Friday evening, during Carriage Dog and Costume 

Classes) 
• Presentation Pleasure Drive through Mendon Ponds Park (Sunday morning) 
• Rochester Scottish Pipes and Drums (Sunday) 
• Food and boutiques 
• Carriage Museum 
• English Gardens 
• Walnut Hill Hall of Fame 

 
A favorite spectator opportunity is a visit to the stables where horses are being bathed and 
groomed, and carriages and harnesses cleaned and polished.  
 
Admission is $10/person/day and $5/children under 12. Daily and multi-day patron passes—
with patron tent access—are also available. All tickets can be purchased at the event, and parking 
is free. Visitors are encouraged to check out www.walnuthillfarm.org for the complete schedule, 
or call (585) 746-1080. 
 
NOTE: Hi-res photos are available as are interviews with competitors and organizers. 	  

###	  

CALENDAR:	  

What: Walnut Hill Carriage Driving Competition	  
When:  Wednesday, August 5 through Sunday, August 9 (8:00 am –	  evening,	  depending	  on	  day) 
Where: 397 West Bloomfield Road, Pittsford, NY 14534	  
Admission: $10 per person, per day; $5 children younger than 12. Daily and multi-day patron passes are 
also available. Parking is free.	  
Website: www.walnuthillfarm.org 
	  


